








March 13, 1950 


Mr. Lee M. Friedman 
30 State Street 
Boston 9 , Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Friedman: 

May I introduce myself as a neighbor of your cousin's wife, 

Mrs. Abraham Friedman, for all of my 38 years, a close friend 
of your cousin John Friedman, and a nephew of Irving Edison, 
with whom I believe you are corresponding. 

I happened to be reading your fascinating book, "Pilgrims in a 
New Band" and readily recognised the enormous quantity of re- 
search which preceded its publication. When I inquired I quick- 
ly learned that Jewish history is your hobby. 

My hobby is the collection of coins and paper money, with emphasis 
on the coins and paper money of Colonial America. When I read 
your chapter concerning Moses Franks and his participation in the 
delivery of money from the Continental Congress to George Washington 
I immediately began to speculate on what particular money was so 
delivered. On page 75 I noted your statement referring to each one 
being loaded "with a heavy chest of bullion." Further on you refer 
to "a precious heavy chest," and still further you mention the "gold 
of the Continental Congress." It doesn't spoil the story in any way, 
but I believe these chests were filled with paper money, as the Con- 
tinental Congress would not have used specie for that purpose even 
if it had that much. You will recall that the Continental Congress 
issued paper currency May 10, 1775, November 29, 1775? and February 
17, 1776, and that such paper money was circulating at par. The 
soldiers of the Revolution were generally paid with such paper money 
to the extent they were paid at all, I thought you would be inter- 
ested in these additional facts. 

Incidentally, I presume you are aware that in 1776 the money issued 
by the independent colony of South Carolina used Hebrew letters as 
decorative designs in order to discourage counterfeiting. I will 
be glad to let you see any of these items if you have not already 
become familiar with them. 
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March 13, 1950 
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I noticed in one of your pamphlets that you mentioned that George 
Washington had a kosher dinner with Michael Hart, and you like- 
wise mentioned the name "Hart” on several oooasions. Was John Hart 
one of the delegates from New Jersey to the Continental Congress 
and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, a person of the 
Jewish faith? 

Irving Edison sends you his very best regards, and I look forward 
to hearing from you at your convenience. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/mw 


LEE M. FRIEDMAN 
LOUIS B. KINO 
PAUL D. TURNER 
• TEAN SISSON 
FRANK L. KOZOL 
FRANK H . SHAPIRO 
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March 27, 1950 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

Executive Offices 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

My dear Mr. Newman: 

It was exceedingly nice of you to write me the letter which you did 
about Pilgrims In A New Land . I am terribly interested in what you 
had to say. 

The chapter about the carrying of the money to Washington was 
certainly ooen to the challenge which you present. I had found 
that at that early date, the Continental Congress was not as 
hard rushed as it was later for hard money. This was almost at 
the beginning of the War and the emission of ■oarer had not reached 
in any way the proportions it later attained. I think that if 
they had been sending Continental currency, they would hardly 
ha„ve felt it necessary to have it safeguarded by sending three 
civilian messangers. Of course, I had to do a good deal of 
reasoning about it as the records did not absolutely disclose the 
form of the money sent. 

You know, just at this time, Washington was very anxious to have 
his troors satisfied with their ray, and. this was almost the first 
Continental Army tha.t was raised. Of course, o^e can debate the 
matter either way, and I take it that a specialist on the subject 
such as you may find many holes in my conclusion. 

I was tremendously interested in your telling me about the money 
issued by South Carolina with Hebrew letters in 1776. Personally, 

I have never heard of this, and I think if you would write a note 
concerning this with a reproduction of one of such bills, The 
American Jewish Historical Society would welcome it -Tor its 
"Quarterly. " 

I don't know whether you know about The American Jewish Historical 
Society and its publications. If you do not, I think you will find 
it exceedingly interesting. And if you are sufficiently interested, 
x would be very glad to welcome you as a member of this Society, 
lhe only absolute obligation is the payment of dues, which we ask 
members to -ix at ~10 a year. For this, you get the " Quart erly " 
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and any other publications that we may from time to time issue. 
Also, you get the chance to attend the annual meeting's and consult 
our library and collections, which are the most valuable in the 
World concerning American Jewish History. They are in New York 
at the present time. I am sending you herewith a copy of my last 
presidential address at the February meeting of the Society and 
hope that you will find it interesting. 

Tr ith reference to your inouiry about the Hart family, it is not the 
New Jersey delegate to whom reference was made. The Harts were a 
very early and extensive Colonial Jewish family. In fact, there 
were several families of them. Some settled in Canada, some in 
Newport, some in Pennsylvania, and some in New York. 

Ix you care to join the Society, I suggest that you make out your 
check to The American Jewish Historical Society and send it to the 
Society at 1^5 East 3?nd Street, New York 16, and tell them that 
you are joining the Society at my invitation. 

Thank you for writing me, and with very cordial regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 



Lee M. Friedman 


LMF/rcl 
Enc . 


Juno 29, 1950 


Ur. Lee M. Friedman 

Friedman, Atherton, King & Turner 

30 State Street 

Boston 9, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Friedman: 

You will recall that I wrote you on March 13 concerning certain 
Colonial currency matters, and you replied on March 27, 1950 
indicating that you thought a note should be written for the 
American Jewish Historical Society Quarterly concerning South 
Carolina money with Hebrew letters. 

I am enclosing from my collection a $1.00 note of South Carolina, 
dated December ?3, 1776, which contains Hebrew letters on the re- 
verse . I thought your Quarterly might like to have it photo- 
graphed for publication. I can write any amount of detail on 
the history of this Colonial currency, but I am sure you realise 
that the Hebrew letters are put on the reverse merely to prevent 
the note from being readily counterfeited, since it is made up 
of wood block type, and the more complicated designs they could 
use the more difficult counterfeiting would be. You will also 
observe that its denomination is listed as 1 pound, 12 shillings, 

6 penoe of South Carolina currency. 

Please let me know if the Quarterly is interested in this, and 
return it when it has served your purpose. 

There are other notes with different Hebrew letters, but I believe 
one will serve the purpose. 

With kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/mw 
Enc . 


LEE M. FRIEDMAN 
LOUIS B. KINO 
PAUL D, TURNER 
-TEAN SISSON 
FRANK L.KOZOL 
FRANK H. SHAPIRO 
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July 5, 1950. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Bros. Stores, Inc. 

Executive Offices 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

My dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your letter of June 29th. 

I have had a photostat made of yo\ir South Carolina bill 
and I have that available for printing in an article, if you will 
write it. Now, I make this suggestion: So far as I know, you are 

the only person who can give a list of all Colonial currency which 
has Hebrew letters printed on it. We will take the South Carolina 
dollar as the illustration for your article. I make the suggestion 
to you that you list all of the Colonial currency that you know which 
has any Hebrew letters on it . I next suggest, if it is possible, 
that you list the printers of each such piece and describe the par- 
ticular Hebrew that is on each bill. I do not know whether you 
could locate it, but I think it would be interesting to see where 
the printer got the Hebrew type. However, is it not a fact that 
there was no Hebrew printing in South Carolina before 1777 when 
this note appeared? As far as I know, the first Hebrew type printed 
in this country was printed in the Bay State Psalm Book, printed by 
Harvard College. That type, I am informed, was home made. The next 
Hebrew type of which I know was the Judah Monis Grammar, which ap- 
peared in 1735. Harvard College sent to England, to Hollis, to get 
that type. I have written up about that item. You will find it in 
my Early American Jews , which Harvard published some fifteen years 
ago. 

I have an impression that there has been some article 
written on Hebrew printing in America. I think if you were to 
write to our librarian, Rabbi Isidore S. Meyer, c/o American Jewish 
Historical Society, 3080 Broadway, New York 27, N.Y. , he might be 
able to put you on the track to what has appeared, if you do not 
yourself have it available. The Inquiry Department of the Con- 
gressional Library may also be available for information on this 
line. My own impression is that you might find some information 
in some of the histories of printing in America. 
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July 5, 1950 


You see, you are touching on something that I myself never 
studied and the first I have heard of Hebrew on Colonial currency 
was from you. Therefore, I am offering these suggestions quite at 
random. 


I do hope you will go ahead and produce an article for 
our American Jewish Historical Society Quarterly. I think it would 
be worth doing. 

Looking forward to hearing from you further, and if I can 
be of any assistance do not hesitate to let me know. 

I am returning herewith the note which was enclosed in 
your letter of the 29th, and with very cordial regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

o&x M, . 

Lee M. Friedman 


LMF:RLM 

Enel. 


P.S. I notice that this bill is signed by one Dart and one Wakefield. 
Do you know what offices they held? Were they college men who knew 
Hebrew and could have helped the orint er make the type? 

L.M.F. 


July- 10, 1950 


Mr. Lee M. Friedman 

Friedman, Atherton, King & Turner 

30 State Street 

Boston 9» Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Friedmans 

Thank you for your letter of July 5* 1950. You show so 
much interest in this little currency matter that I want 
you to see the rest of the pieces I have in my collection 
and which contain Hebrew letters. You will particularly 
note that two of the pieces are dated March 6, 1776 and 
contain Hebrew letters. That certainly pushes back the 
date Hebrew type was available in South Carolina to the 
date of the earlier issue. 

As to whether Peter Timothy was the printer of the earlier 
issue I do not know, but will look this up. The signatures 
on these bills are merely persons designated to si. gn ^he 
notes and would have no connection with the printer. You 
will observe that the printer had Greek type, Hebrew type, 
mathematical symbols. Almanac symbols, etc. 

Perhaps there is earlier Hebrew printing in South Carolina 
than has been previously known. 

Sincerely yours. 




EPNewman/mw 


TELEPHONE 
CAPITOL 7-5540 


SIDNEY WER LIN 
LAWRENCE M. LEVINSON 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
Executive Offices 
315 Washington Avenue 
St Louis, Mo. 


LEE M. FRIEDMAN 
LOUIS B. KING 
PAUL D. TURNER 
•TEAN SISSON 
FRANK L.KOZOL 
FRANK H. SHAPIRO 


ALBERT rJ. COHEN 
THOMAS TtTTT?-NT^ 
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July 13, 1950 


My dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you very much for your letter of the 
10th. I have had an additional photostat made of the 
two early notes of 1776 so that we could use them as 
illustrations for the article which I hope you are going to 
produce. I am returning them herewith. 

I am also returning to you the seven South 
Carolina Spanish Dollar Notes. They are very interesting 
and show quite an ingenious variety in the seal that they 
adopted on the face of the note and the variety of Hebrew letters 
that they used on the back of the notes. I am looking forward 
with great Interest to the article which you can produce. 

Do you know of any other State except South 
Carolina which used such Hebrew letters? 

I hope you are having some cooler weather than 
we have been enjoying today in Boston but on the whole our 
Summer has been a rather good one. 

My very be art regards s~\ 


Lee M. Friedman 


LMF:ad 

Enel. 


